
 

 

THE PROPHET 

 It is our greatest pleasure to 

announce the appointment of Father Dennis 

(Dionysios) Listermann-Vierling to Prophet 

Elias in Santa Cruz effective September 1.  As 

everyone knows, we have been working to-

ward this momentous goal for several years, 

and our prayers have finally been answered.  

Following is a message from Father Dennis:  

Beloved in Christ; 

I greet you warmly in the name of Our 
Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ! 

September 1st marks the beginning of my 
pastorate at Prophet Elias Greek Ortho-
dox Church. Wonderfully, this date also 
coincides with the Blessed Indiction, 
which is a Feast Day celebrating the begin-
ning of a new ecclesiastical year. On Sep-
tember 1st the liturgical calendar of the 
Holy Orthodox Church, which regulates 
the gospel and epistle readings, begins 
anew once again. Prayers for a blessed year 
are offered up for all the Faithful at the 

end of the liturgy on September 1st.  

The Indiction is a new beginning for 
myself and for the entire community. 
Presbytera Elena and I are bidding 
farewell to the South and are moving 
3,000 miles here to this beautiful 
community in Santa Cruz, California. 
In turn, your long years of being 
without a resident spiritual father are 
coming to an end. I believe that it is 
Our Lord who has brought us to-
gether. There is much work that 
needs to be done and working to-
gether as a family united in Christ we 
can accomplish much in His Name. 

I humbly ask for your individual 
prayers that Our Lord will grant me 
the wisdom and strength to effec-
tively minister to each and everyone 
of you. I'm so looking forward to 
meeting you and getting to know all 
of you. It is my fervent prayer that 
God, through the intercessions of 
Prophet Elias, will bestow upon this 
community an abundance of heav-
enly blessings for many years to 
come. 

God be with you all! 

Love in Christ, 

Fr. Dionysios (Dennis) 
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The Prophet Elias Greek Orthodox Church 

223 Church Street 

Santa Cruz, CA  95060 

831-429-6500 

Www.propheteliassantacruz.org 

Sunday Orthros:  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Liturgy:  10:00 a.m. 

Father Dionysios Listermann-

Vierling, Resident Priest 

August-
September 2011 

Prayer of St. Ephraim  O Lord and Master of my life, take from me the spirit of sloth, despair, 

lust of power and idle talk, but grant rather the spirit of chastity, humility, patience and love to 

Thy servant.  Yea, O Lord and King, grant me to see my own transgressions and not to judge my 

brother, for blessed art Thou, unto ages of ages.  Amen.   
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Introducing Father Dionysios 

     Fr. Dennis was born July 27th, 1955 in Cincinnati, Ohio, the son of Donald and Ruth Listermann. He is one of 
seven children and has an identical twin brother. Fr. Dennis graduated from the University of Cincinnati with a B.A. 
in History (1978), a B.S. in Education (1981) and a Masters of Arts in Teaching (1981). He is also currently licensed as 
a high school history teacher. 

     Raised in the Roman Catholic Faith, Fr. Dennis became interested in Greek Orthodoxy after a visit to the Holy 
Trinity-St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church in 1977. He converted to the Greek Orthodox Faith on October 18, 
1981 and was christmated under the name “Dionysios.” 

     Heeding a call to serve God, and with the blessing of the late Bishop Timothy of Detroit, Fr. Dennis enrolled at 
the Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology (1982-1986). He graduated from Holy Cross with a Masters of 
Divinity (1986). 

      During Fr. Dennis‟s senior year at the seminary he met Elena Monidis. She was born July 3, 1954 in Bay Shore, 
New York, the daughter of Anthony and Vasiliki Monidis. Elena was raised in Patchogue, New York. On January 
10th, 1987 the couple was married at St. John the Baptist Church in Blue Point, New York. Shortly afterwards Fr. 
Dennis was ordained to the diaconate at the Church of the Assumption in Chicago on April 4th, 1987 by Bishop Iako-
vos. He was ordained to the priesthood at St. Andrew‟s in Chicago on April 11th, 1987 by Bishop Iakovos. Fr. Den-
nis‟s offikia include Prevmatikos and Economos (October 13, 2001). 

       During his years of ministry, Fr. Dennis has served the communities of St. Demetrios in Waterloo, Iowa (1987-
1991), Panagia Pantovasilissa in Lexington, Kentucky (1991-1997), Holy Mother of God in Tallahassee, Florida (1997-
2005) and Dormition of the Theotokos in Greensboro, North Carolina (2005-2009). In 2009 he accepted the task of 
serving the Holy Cross- Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Mission Parish in Greenville, North Carolina (2009-2011). 
This newly established mission currently numbers 44 stewards and is composed of Orthodox Christians from Greek, 
Russian, Arabic and Romanian backgrounds scattered throughout eastern North Carolina. 

     During his years in Florida, Fr. Dennis helped establish an OCF chapter at Florida State University which contin-
ues to flourish to this day. After being certified by the State of Florida he became a volunteer chaplain in the Correc-
tional System and regularly visited Orthodox inmates at Calhoun, Madison, Quincy and Wakulla Correctional Institu-
tions (1999-2005). During his pastorate in Tallahassee he helped oversee the construction of a new community center. 
While in Greensboro, Fr. Dennis became a certified volunteer hospital chaplain in the Moses Cone Hospital system 
(2007-2008). 

     Fr. Dennis is also a puppeteer and has developed a Christian marionette ministry called “Lilies of the Field.” and 
gives Biblical marionette shows to youth groups.  From 2002-2007 Fr. Dennis volunteered as a counselor at the St. 
Stephen‟s Youth Camp. 

     Elena Listermann-Vierling has had a career in banking for over twenty-five years as a teller. She and Fr. Dennis 
have one child who was born November 10th, 1990 and was named Anthony Donald Maximilian. 
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 Concerning the Dormition of the Theotokos, this is what the Church has received from 
ancient times from the tradition of the Fathers. When the time drew nigh that our Savior 
was well-pleased to take His Mother to Himself, He declared unto her through an Angel 
that three days hence, He would translate her from this temporal life to eternity and 
bliss. On hearing this, she went up with haste to the Mount of Olives, where she prayed 
continuously. Giving thanks to God, she returned to her house and prepared whatever 
was necessary for her burial. While these things were taking place, clouds caught up the 
Apostles from the ends of the earth, where each one happened to be preaching, and 
brought them at once to the house of the Mother of God, who informed them of the 
cause of their sudden gathering. As a mother, she consoled them in their affliction as 
was meet, and then raised her hands to Heaven and prayed for the peace of the world. 
She blessed the Apostles, and, reclining upon her bed with seemliness, gave up her all-
holy spirit into the hands of her Son and God. 

With reverence and many lights, and chanting burial hymns, the Apostles took up that 
God-receiving body and brought it to the sepulchre, while the Angels from Heaven 

chanted with them, and sent forth her who is higher than the Cherubim. But one Jew, moved by malice, audaciously 
stretched forth his hand upon the bed and immediately received from divine judgment the wages of his audacity. Those 
daring hands were severed by an invisible blow. But when he repented and asked forgiveness, his hands were restored. 
When they had reached the place called Gethsemane, they buried there with honor the all-immaculate body of the The-
otokos, which was the source of Life. But on the third day after the burial, when they were eating together, and raised 
up the artos (bread) in Jesus' Name, as was their custom, the Theotokos appeared in the air, saying "Rejoice" to them. 
From this they learned concerning the bodily translation of the Theotokos into the Heavens. 

 The Dormition of our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and Ever 
Virgin Mary  - August 15 

 The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross  Sept 14 

Saint Helen, the mother of Saint Constantine the Great, when she was already ad-
vanced in years, undertook, in her great piety, the hardships of a journey to Jerusalem 
in search of the cross, about the year 325. A temple to Aphrodite had been raised up 
by the Emperor Hadrian upon Golgotha, to defile and cover with oblivion the place 
where the saving Passion had been suffered. The venerable Helen had the statue of 
Aphrodite destroyed, and the earth removed, revealing the Tomb of our Lord, and 
three crosses. Of these, it was believed that one must be that of our Lord, the other 
two of the thieves crucified with Him; but Saint Helen was at a loss which one might 
be the Wood of our salvation. At the inspiration of Saint Macarius, Archbishop of Je-
rusalem, a lady of Jerusalem, who was already at the point of death from a certain dis-
ease, was brought to touch the crosses, and as soon as she came near to the Cross of 
our Lord, she was made perfectly whole. Consequently, the precious Cross was lifted 
on high by Archbishop Macarius of Jerusalem; as he stood on the ambo, and when the 
people beheld it, they cried out, "Lord have mercy." It should be noted that after its 

discovery, a portion of the venerable Cross was taken to Constantinople as a blessing. The rest was left in Jerusa-
lem in the magnificent church built by Saint Helen, until the year 614. At that time, the Persians plundered Pales-
tine and took the Cross to their own country (see Jan. 22, Saint Anastasius the Persian). Late, in the year 628, Em-
peror Heraclius set out on a military campaign, retrieved the Cross, and after bringing it to Constantinople, him-
self escorted it back to Jerusalem, where he restored it to its place. 
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 Retreat with the Very Reverend Father Meletios Webber 

From Thinking to Praying—From the Head to the Heart 

On Saturday, July 16th, the Archimandrite Meletios Webber conducted a retreat at Prophet Elias. He traveled to be with us from the 
Monastery of St. John of San Francisco in Manton, California.  The retreat was sponsored by Philoptichos and around 60 people from 
all over the bay area attended.   
Our morning was dedicated to understanding how feelings and thoughts can cause such pain in our lives. We are to strive for being 
“present in the moment”, in reality. Orthodoxy is most interested in our relationship with God. 

Father emphasized that we must rid ourselves of drama, live in the reality of the moment, work toward changing our attitudes and 
don‟t let our egos dominate us. A way to eject the ego is to start each day listing 5 THINGS TO BE GRATEFUL FOR. Every Sun-
day, we exercise our gratitude in public prayer. At the summit of the liturgy, which lies at the heart of things, the priest says, “Let us 
give thanks to the Lord.”    

The Church Fathers tell us how to achieve “stillness” to bring us closer to God. It is difficult to shut off those constant thoughts cre-
ated by our minds. But we must train ourselves to breathe slowly and recite The Jesus Prayer: 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

St. Theophan the Recluse said: At first this saving prayer is usually a matter of strenuous effort and hard work. But if one concentrated on it with zeal, 
it will begin to flow of its own accord, like a brook that murmurs in the heart. This I a great blessing, and it is worth working hard to obtain it. 

Basically, St. Theophan is telling us to get out of our head and into our hearts. Whether we say the entire prayer or only part of it, God 
will hear us. 

Try it. Find a quiet place to pray in secret with The Jesus Prayer. No kids, pets, telephones or electronics. Get into your body. Sit com-
fortably. Become aware of your breathing. Then gently brush aside your thoughts and begin. Do not give up. In twenty minutes, you 
might only recite the prayer 3 or 4 times and that‟s okay. Set minimal expectations, but with perseverance, you will succeed. 

Father Mel closed the retreat with evening vespers. It had been a peaceful day. Then Father Mel celebrated Orthros and the Divine 
Liturgy the next morning. The church was filled with parishioners and retreat attendees who had experienced the “awe of being pre-
sent with God.” 



 

 

PAGE 5 VOLUME 2 ISSUE 5 

  
 

Prophet Elias Day 

We were once again blessed with the presence of our Metropolitan Gerasimos on Prophet Elias Day.  We also had Metropoli-

tan Nikitas present for Vespers, and many of our priest-friends also attended.  Father Joseph Strzelecki once again travelled to 

Santa Cruz to be with us, as he does every year.  We were also graced with the presence of our friends from the Bay Area.  The 

bus came once again, bringing all our guests, and a second van brought more friends to us as we celebrated our name day.  

Glory be to The Prophet who watches over us and takes care of us.  Thank you to all our friends and supporters, 


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31st Annual Greek Food and Cultural Festival 

September 16—18, 2011 

Our Annual Festival is only a few 

weeks away.  Now, with our new 

priest here, it is even more impor-

tant that we each fulfill our com-

mitments to our pledges and to 

helping with the festival to mini-

mize labor costs.  These costs are 

very significant.  Our festival has 

grown to a point that is bigger 

than our parishioners can handle, 

and we need to hire people to run 

the event smoothly, but for every 

hour that each of us contributes, 

that is one hour that we don’t 

have to pay someone to do our 

job.  PLEASE come and volunteer 

your time and your talent.  If you 

simply cannot attend, please con-

sider giving a ‘labor donation’ so 

that we can pay someone to do 

your share to maximize our prof-

its.  All monies netted from our 

festival go directly to paying our 

mortgage, so every dollar counts.  

And we are counting on YOU! 

Donations needed 

Bread:  200 loaves—we need fresh  

bread each day for our guests.  Please 

consider talking to your local grocer to 

see if your store will donate to us.  You 

can pick it up and bring it to the church 

on that morning. 

Pantry:  

 Flour   

 Sugar  

 Butter 

 Honey 

 Cooking Oil 

 Olive Oil 

 Bread Crumbs 

 Salt 

 Pepper 

General Kitchen 

 Heavy Duty Aluminum Foil 

 Oven Mits 

 Dish towels 

 Dish washing gloves 

 Dish soap 

 Laundry Detergent 

 First Aid Kit 

 Trash Bags 

 

Food Items 

It is best to donate money so Presbytera 

can get the best deals possible. 

 

Donations needed 

Tools: 

  Potato Peelers 

 Knives 

 Pizza Cutters 

 Cutting Boards 

Labor 

 Set up—Thursday all Day 

 Tear Down—Sunday night, from 

8:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. 

 Booth Staff 

 Kitchen prep work 

 Dish washing 

 Bussing tables 

 Clearing trash 

 Managing volunteers—this is 

a big one, if anyone can help 

with this, please call Christine 

or Des 

 Making Signs—another major 

project 

 Office work the week of festi-

val!  Very urgently needed 

 All hands in the kitchen the 

week before 

 



 

 

September 2011 
Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  Sunday  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

1 

Indiction 

Ecclesiati-

calNew Year 

Orthros 

9:00am 

Liturgy 

10:00am 

  

  

  

2 

  

  

  

3 

  

  

  

4 

Orthros 

9:00am 

Liturgy 

10:00am 

  

5 

Labor Day 

  

  

6 

  

  

  

7 

  

  

  

8 Nativity of 

the Theoto-

kos 

  

Orthros 

9:00am 

Liturgy 

10:00am 

  

9 

  

  

  

10 

  

  

  

11 

Orthros 

9:00am 

Liturgy 

10:00am 

  

  

  

12 

  

  

  

13 

  

  

  

14 

Exaltation 

of the Holy 

Cross 

Orthros 

9:00am 

Liturgy 

10:00am 

  

15 

  

  

  

16 

     

Greek Festi-

val 5:00 

p.m.ð10:00 

p.m. 

17 

   

Greek Festi-

val  11:00 

a.m.ð10:00 

p.m. 

18 

Orthros 

9:00am 

Liturgy 

10:00am 

Greek Festi-

val 12:00 

noonð8:00 

p.m. 

  

  

19 

  

  

  

20 

  

  

  

21 

  

  

  

22 

  

  

  

23 

  

  

  

24 

  

  

  

25 

Orthros 

9:00am 

Liturgy 

10:00am 

  

  

26 

Falling 

Asleep of 

St. John 

Orthros 

9:00am 

Liturgy 

10:00am 

  

  

  

27 

  

  

  

28 

  

  

  

29 

  

  

  

30 
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Marketplace 
These businesses sponsor The Prophet, brought to you monthly.  

Thank you for showing your appreciation by supporting them.  

 Your Card Here 

Advertise your business or service here 

Contact Sam Khalil to be included  
831-338-6283 
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 Congratulations 

Parish Spotlight   

Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that you pull out when in trouble; it is a "steering wheel" that directs us in the 

right path throughout life.  

This is a rare sighting. It is a cleaning elf that appears to be vacuuming the 
church. Rarely can you catch a glimpse of such an elf unless you are quick and 
fast with a camera. This photo is fuzzy since the elf moves at lightning speed and 
finishes before anyone knows the job has even been started. It is rumored there 
are other such elves in our midst who are equally hard working and difficult to 
find in action. Our prayers of gratitude should include blessings for these special 
cleaning elves. They make our church home beautiful! 

This month‟s thank you goes to three people who have 

been our leaders, ministers and spiritual guides.  First, His 

Eminence Gerasimos, who kept telling us that he had not 

forgotten us, that we needed to have faith and vision, and 

that  he would send the right priest to us.  And he has.  Sec-

ond, to Father Adams,  who has also been holding our 

hand, taking our phone calls, listening to our pleas, and 

even our cries when we were desperately pushing on him to 

“do something”.   And, of course, our very own Father 

Tom Paris,  who has been with us now every Sunday since 

the first of the year, has ministered to us, has guided us, and 

has helped us to remember that we can be whatever and 

whomever we want.  The parish of Prophet Elias is grateful 

to these three people, for their wisdom,  their support and 

their spiritual guidance.   

To Ioanna on her Chrismation into the Orthodox faith.  We 

welcome you to our community, and our parish family.  And 

congratulations to her Godparents, Maria and Phil Thomas for 

this wonderful and significant event.   
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 Now that we have a new priest starting with us on September 1, it is even more urgent that each of us reflects on our 
stewardship.  Stewardship is what keeps the church doors open, so it is critical that each of us supports as best as we 
can.  The stewardship statements went our recently.  Please look at yours, make sure your pledges are up to date, and 
think about giving a bit more so that we can continue to grow our community.  More on stewardship will be forth-
coming from the Stewardship Committee. 

Each week, a parishioner volunteers to prepare coffee hour.  It can be as simple as fruit and toast to 

lunch.  Have you taken your turn?  Please contact Maria Thomas who so graciously has taken this re-

sponsibility and ensures we have social hour each week.  It is not difficult, and if you are not able to make 

it yourself, a small donation will take care of your share and someone will make it for you.  Also, please 

remember to put money in the donation basket commensurate to the meal;  sometimes people go to great 

lengths to make a nice lunch, and we need to show our appreciation.  That’s how it will continue and we 

also use that money for the church’s operating expenses.  Thank you!!!   

St Katherine’s Philoptochos Society  

The officers of the St. Katherine‟s Philoptochos Society were sworn 

in by Father Tom in July.  Congratulations to all of them, and espe-

cially to the President, Annie Gouskos who has done a spectacular 

job of leading the organization.  Under her leadership, we stay in 

touch with people who are ill or housebound, we stay aware and sup-

port the needs of our parish and our community, and hold several 

fund-raisers yearly to raise the needed funds to carry out our work.  

At the present time, Philoptochos is looking into buying some new 

„candelia‟ for the church, and also to see about getting new altar 

clothes.  Perhaps now we will wait for Father Dennis‟ input on these 

purchase decisions.   

Stewardship 

Coffee Hour 

Prayers and Perastika 

If there is someone in your family that is ill, or needs a special prayer, please call the church office and 

we will light a candle for them and say a prayer.  

Tasos Petroutsas          Myrtia Chelemedos              Paul Sandas                Kathy Karagiannopoulos   

Joe (Maria’s brother)     Nicole Charpetier                 Nick                                 



 

 

Prophet Elias 
The Prophet Elias Parish Vision is:  
A safe, joyful, dynamic, unified parish community, populated by a family of Orthodox Christians 

of all ages, serving God and supporting each other, through love and respect, in peaceful har-

mony, allowing our spiritual life to flourish. 


